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Overview of the New Series

The Focus of NewDocs 11-17

Under the chief-editorship of Greg Horsley (vols. 1-5) and Stephen
Llewelyn (vols. 6-10), each pentad of New Documents Illustrating Early
Christianity presented translations of and commentaries on new papyri,
inscriptions, and ostraca. These were selected by the editors from the new
publications of the documentary material within a nominated time frame.
Volumes 1-5, edited by Horsley, were philological in approach, culmi-
nating in the defining essay of the series in volume 5 where the myth of
Septuagintal Greek was demythologized once and for all. Volumes 6-10,
edited by Stephen Llewelyn, focused more on the social and administra-
tive institutions, with a view to casting light on exegetical issuesin the New
Testament and its historical background. The series, writtensbypAustra-
lian scholars associated with The Ancient History Documentary Research
Centre of Macquarie University, rapidly acquired an/intefnational reputa-
tion for its illuminating contribution towards elassical, New Testament,
and Jewish studies.

Volumes 11-17 of New Documents Illustrating Early Christianity will
concentrate on the epigraphic evidence, of the Mediterranean cities that
were the center of the early Christian mission‘in the first century CE and
beyond. Rather than being solely a production of Australian scholars, the
new series also draws upon an international team of scholars for each
volume who have expertise in the epigraphy of each urban center. At any
time, two volumes are being worked upon concurrently, with a view to
finishing off the$even-volumegeries within a decade.

The matefial evidencerelevant to the history and culture of each city—
archaeologymiconography, and numismatics—is now more prominently
brought into play inthe scholarly discussions of the local epigraphy and
its relationto the/New Testament documents. The aim of the new series
is to equip NewsTestament exegetes in situating more accurately the texts

-Xxiii-
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they are analyzing in their historical, political, civic, religious, cultural, and
social context, as well as to make its own unique contribution to scholar-
ship on urban antiquity.

NewDocs 11-17 remains a production of the Faculty of Arts, Department
of History and Archaeology, at Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia.

The Structure and Progression of NewDocs 11-17

The structure of each volume, which will comprise two books (part A and
part B), consists of

+ an introduction to the history the city/cities being discussed and
their epigraphy (part A);

+ asection of (minimally) twenty-five translated inscriptions, with
original texts and accompanying commentary (part A);

+ asection of thematic essays, drawing on the local epigraphic evi-
dence, relating to the religious, political, civic, social, cultural, and
economic life of each city (part B);

+ asection of exegetical essays, drawing on the local epigraphic evi-
dence, discussing the New Testament documents relevant to each
city (part B).

The progression of Mediterranean cities to be investigated in volumes
11-17 is as follows:

11: Ephesus;

12: Colossae, Laodicea, and Hierapolis;

13: Philippi;

14: Rome, Ostia, and Puteoli;

15: Thessalonica;

16: Ancyra, Pessinous, Pisidian Antioch, and the Galatian cities;
and

¢ 17: Corinth, Cenchreaé, and Isthmia.

* & 6 o o o

Upon the completion of volume 17, the entire series of New Documents
Illustrating Early Christianity will have reached its culmination. No further
volumes are planned beyond these.
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Methodological Issues Arising from a Study of Urban Epigraphy

In narrowing the focus of NewDocs 11-17 to a corpus of inscriptions from
specific New Testament cities in the western and eastern Mediterranean
basin, the new series abandons the focus of the previous pentads on newly
published or reedited inscriptions, papyri, and ostraca from antiquity gen-
erally. Notwithstanding, recently published and reedited inscriptions of
the cities from select publications will be included in volumes 11-17 (e.g.,
vol. 11A: Harrison, “The Wall Scribblers of Terrace House 2, Unit 6”; vol.
11B: Llewelyn and Robinson, “Epigram for a Young Slave [SEG 59.1318]”).
Further, the philological and sociohistorical emphases of the two previous
pentads will also be retained throughout in the various discussions of the
documentary materials.

But by focusing on well-established and previously published epi-
graphic collections of the Mediterranean cities, readers may well wonder
what is actually new about New Documents Illustrating Early Christianity,
volumes 11-17. First, the series, in contrast to the two former pentads,
adopts a new locality-based, corpus-concentrated, historically-focused,
and materially-integrated (i.e., documentary, iconographic, numis-
matic, and archaeological) approach to each city. Second, as noted, newly
published documents relevant to the relevant city/cities willstill be incor-
porated in each volume. Third, there is a new exegetical emphasis'to each
volume, with several essays being allocated to precise téxtual engagements
with New Testament pericopes and texts. In the currentwolume, for exam-
ple, there are new exegetical and epigraphic engagements with the New
Testament writings that either address the chureh génerally or mention
believers living in Ephesus (i.e., the Epistle to the Ephesians, Acts 19:1-41;
Acts 20:17-38; Rev 2:1-7, and thePastoral Epistles). In the case of Ephe-
sus, we are especially well placed because the Ephesian epigraphic corpus
is the largest Greek collection of ‘inscriptions published. Horsley (1992,
121) estimated in 1992 that the Ephesian corpus comprised some 3,750
inscriptions, but undeubtedly this number has long since been exceed-
ed.! For previous translations andicommentaries on Ephesian inscriptions
in NewDocs 1-10, see appendix 2 at the end of the book. Last, there are
new commentaries it this volume on particular Ephesian inscriptions that

1. Knibbeand Iplikcioglu (1984, 10) estimated in 1982 that the number of inscrip-
tions that had come/to light in Ephesus since the beginning of systematic excavations
have exceededithe'five thousand mark.
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have not garnered much academic attention beforehand, given the size of
the epigraphic corpus of the city (e.g., Harrison, “Blessings of Harmonia”;
Harrison, “Honoring the Concord of the Ephesian Demos”).

However, because our approach is necessarily confined to the
epigraphic corpora of the Mediterranean cities, we also face the method-
ological limitations posed by the epigraphic genre itself. Dieter Knibbe
and Biilent Iplikcioglu (1984, 10) capture well the strengths and limita-
tions of epigraphic evidence:

They are to a certain extent eye-witnesses of historical moments, large
ones, as well as smaller and the smallest ones. They report just as objec-
tively the speech of an emperor or a decree by the council and the people
of Ephesos, as they do the funeral of an unknown child. Their disadvan-
tage is that they are merely flashes in the large framework of events, and
that even their sum total does not provide a coherent historical picture.

Thus the ensuing historical overview of the development of Ephesus from
the first millennium BCE to the Flavian period in the second century CE
is absolutely crucial for a proper understanding of the selection of inscrip-
tions translated and discussed in this volume.

Finally, despite the contemporaneity of the inscriptions with the events
reported, we have to remember that certain groups fromsntiquity were
invariably omitted from the purview of the inscriptions. Steven ]! Friesen
(2003, 150) highlights the “emancipatory rhetoric” that is.required if we
are to redirect our historical gaze to include various “overlooked” groups
and individuals of antiquity:

We tend to read the inscription andyperhaps even“consider the statue
atop the inscribed base without'thinking about its ancient urban con-
text. An emancipatory rhetoric challenges us to lower our gaze from the
statue, to glance around the base, and to consider those whose labour
and lives are implied by the monument but whose voices have been
silenced by the dominion of wealth, class, and gender. An emancipatory
rhetoric forces us to think about.the masons who quarried the stone for
a pittance, thedday labourers who moved the finished product into place
in order to'keep theéirirelatives from starvation, and the wo/men who
struggled to sustain their families on such meagre earnings.?

2. On Friesen’s use of wo/man, borrowed from Elisabeth Schiissler Fiorenza, see
Friesen 2003,149:On marble quarrying at Ephesus, including the problems caused to
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The advantage of a study of the intersection of the Graeco-Roman urban
epigraphy with the New Testament documents is that the latter corpus
intentionally redirects our vision, to borrow Paul’s words, from the power-
ful, wise, and strong to the nothings of this world (1 Cor 1:28; cf. 11:22). In
sum, we gain methodologically from a close contextual study of the New
Testament unexpected perspectives regarding the lives of the marginal-
ized in antiquity, routinely ignored by the status-obsessed inscribers of
epigraphy.’

This volume of NewDocs is dedicated to Dr. Paul W. Barnett, Chairman
of the Committee for New Documents Illustrating Early Christianity. Paul
served as chairman from 1981 until his resignation on 22 February 2022,
though he will continue as a committee member into the future. During
his forty years of service as chairman, Paul has seen the transition of three
NewDocs editors, each of whom he has encouraged in their production of
each volume of the series. His commitment to the highest quality scholar-
ship on Second Temple Judaism, the Graeco-Roman world, and the New
Testament has meant that his academic advice and astute wisdom on the
many issues faced by the committee over the years has been invaluable.
Last, since Paul’s first honoring in NewDocs 9 (2002) for his contribution
as the NewDocs chairman and for his own productivity as a scholar in New
Testament historical studies, a steady stream of new monogtaphs in the
discipline has continued to appear from him to this day.

Finally, some of the English translations of the Ephesian ins¢riptions
in this volume are adapted from an unpublished cotirse reader pre-
pared for the Macquarie University Ancient History Department course
unit, Cities of the Roman East: Ephesus and Aphrodisias, more than
two decades ago. The course reader wasycompileddn 1999 through the
(then) Ancient History Documentary Research Centre at Macquarie and
reached its completion for undergraduate and postgraduate teaching in
the year 2000.

the harbor by marble-sawingen the harbor-quay of the city, see Long 2012, 174-212.
See the discussion.of TEph 1a.23in Harrison, “The Kaystros River and the Silting of the
Ephesian Harbot;".in this volume. Additionally, see Bowden, 2020.

3. In this volume, no judgment is made regarding whether Ephesians is a Pauline
or pseudenymous epistle. Both possibilities are left open. The interest is more in how
the language of the epistle, whoever its author might be, intersects with the Ephesian
epigraphic corpus. The authors contributing to the volume adopt their own approach
to the issue. Eor.asuccinct summary of the issues, see Trebilco 2022, 161-87.
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