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Foreword to the English Edition

This volume emerged from the conference on Reading Women in the
New Testament Epistles: The Social and Ecclesial Implications of Biblical
Interpretation, hosted by the Centre for Biblical Studies of Babes-Bolyai
University (Cluj, Romania) from 21 to 23 June 20109. It is published within
The Bible and Women: An Encyclopedia of Exegesis and Cultural His-
tory, a large international project that involved more than three hundred
scholars coming from different language areas and cultural contexts. The
volume focuses on the portrayal of women and of the female condition,
on the rhetoric and theology of gender in epistolary literature. It follows
on the volumes on women in the Torah (edited by Irmtraud Fischer and
Mercedes Navarro Puerto), in the prophetic books (edited by L. Juliana
Claassens and Irmtraud Fischer), and in the gospels (editedsby Mercedes
Navarro Puerto and Marinella Perroni).

Most of the contributions published in the present'volume were pre-
sented at the conference. The completion of the project'was delayed by
several difficulties related to the pandemic andstonether adverse circum-
stances but also because it required inviting furthergcholars to address
some themes and topics not covered at thelconference.

Beyond the authors, several péople,were engaged in the project and
in the completion of the volunie. Thanks are'due first to the collabora-
tors of the Centre of Biblical Studiesfin Cluj. Korinna Zamfir’s colleagues
and team were involved in organizingythe conference, an event that pro-
vided opportunities for enriching scholarly and cultural exchanges in a
warm atmosphere. We thus acknowledge the contribution of Lehel Lészai,
director of the center; Stelian®Pasca-Tusa and the team of doctoral stu-
dents from the Orthodox Theological Faculty; Tamas Réti, secretary of
the vice-reetor of the Babes-Bolyai University; and foremost Hilda Mar-
czinko,/secretany,of the Centre for Biblical Studies, a dedicated colleague
with careful attention to detail, ready to solve everyone’s problems.
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X Foreword to the English Edition

Thanks are also due to Dennis Slabaugh and Annette Bourland Hui-
zenga, who carefully checked the English papers written by nonnative
speakers. Daniela Praust, secretary at the chair of New Testament in Wup-
pertal, took care of the administration of third-party funds and other
organizational work.

Special thanks are due to the Herbert Haag Foundation for Freedom
in the Church, to Renovabis, and to the Porticus Foundation. Their gener-
ous financial support made possible the organization of the conference
and the publication of this volume.

Uta Poplutz and Korinna Zamfir
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Abbreviations xiii
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Biblical Interpretation Series

Biblical Interpretation
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Bijdragen: Tijdschrift voor filosofie en theologie
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Biblical Theology Bulletin

Biblical Tools and Studies
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Beihefte zur Zeitschrift fiir die neutestamentliche
Wissenschaft

Biblische Zeitschrift Supplements

Codex Ephraemi Rescriptus

Josephus, Contra Apionem

circa

Gregory of Nazianzus, Carmina

Plutarch, Cato Major

Cyril of Jerusalem, Catecheses

Catholic Biblical Quarterly

Cincinnati Classical Studies

Corpus Christianorum: Series Latina

Gatholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture
Damascus Document

Cahiers Glotz

CHS Research Bulletin

The/Cambridge History of Judaism

Boeckh, August, ed. Corpus Inscriptionum Grae-
carum. 4 vols. Berlin, 1828-1877.
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Abbreviations

Cotton, Hannah M., et al. Corpus Inscriptionum
Iudaeae/Palaestinae. Berlin: De Gruyter, 2010-.

Frey, Jean-Baptiste. Corpus inscriptionum Judaicarum.
2 vols. Rome: Pontifical Institute of Christian Archae-
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Glines, David J. A., ed. Dictionary of Classical Hebrew.
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Balz, Horst, and Gerhard Schneider, eds. Exegetisches
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Introducing Women in the New Testament Letters

Korinna Zamfir and Uta Poplutz

The essays in this volume propose a critical reading of a number of texts in
the New Testament letters on women, their status, and gender relations in
their cultural, religious, and social context. Due to their importance in the
Christian tradition and their normative character, these texts have shaped
the life, social condition, and religious practice of women over centuries,
as well as the understanding of women’s roles in the family and ecclesial
community. Some of them have also contributed to the production of ste-
reotypes that have affected the way women are viewed. Because of this, it
is important to consider the rhetoric of and theology about gender that
these texts espouse.
The volume comprises five sections.

1. Rhetoric and Context

Three essays introduce the topic, addressing thefanalytical category of
gender and discussing the broader Jewish and Greco-Roman social,
cultural, and religious context that’shaped the life of women during the
emergence of Christian commuities.

In his “Observations on the Rhetoric of Gender in the Letters,” Peter
Lampe focuses on the ethics of language and on ancient and contem-
porary rhetorical standards, discussing five examples from the Corpus
Paulinum. He first shows how Paul fails to apply rhetorical principles
such as attentivefess to theyperspective of the Other and empathy (or, in
Ricoeur’s words, linguistic hospitality) while imposing his own cultur-
ally biasedwiew on dress'code (1 Corinthians). Second, he discusses how
generic/masculine nouns, which in some cases clearly include women, are
frequentlysmisread as referring only to men. Third, he examines how the
convention of referring to men before women reflects an implicit social

-1-
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hierarchy. However, at least one example to the contrary (Prisca) shows
that women may have also been prominent in early communities. Fourth,
Lampe reflects on how women and their activities are often the object of
satire and derogatory speech, reflecting misogynistic clichés, notably in
the Pastoral Epistles. Such is the treatment of widows in 1 Timothy, of
women learning from competing teachers in 2 Timothy, or, repeatedly,
of women’s speech. Satire is used instead of argument in order to enter-
tain biased male readers and discredit female agency in learning, teaching,
and speaking in the ekklésia. This rhetorical silencing of women contrasts
women’s actual involvement in the life of the communities. This important
distinction between prescriptive discourse and reality will be rehearsed in
other essays as well.

In “Looking beyond the Topos of the Domestic Woman: Work, Euer-
getism, and Religious Roles in the Greco-Roman World,” Korinna Zamfir
surveys women’s occupations, euergetism, officeholding, and priesthoods
in Greco-Roman contexts, based on epigraphic and papyrological sources
and legal provisions. Such public presence challenges traditional discourse
that relegates women to the private sphere. Women of lesser means (as
most early Christ followers were) engaged in labor and trade or fulfilled
some legal and financial responsibilities. In the Greek East, elite women
could hold certain magistracies with some informal influenée and act as
benefactresses. In the West, women were patronesses of citi€s, associa-
tions, or individuals. In both East and West, women<€ould be.members,
officials, priestesses, or benefactors of private associations. Eemale priest-
hoods of public and private cults were widespread; addifionally, in the
East, female prophets played a significant role at certain sanctuaries. These
findings may illuminate cases of women engagedin.the early ekklésiai—in
prophetic speech, worship, teaching, filling ministry roles, and acting as
benefactors—or shed light on the social context in which early Christian
women lived.

In “Female Officeholders in Angient Jewish Synagogues (Mainly
Second-Seventh Centuries CE),” Bernadette J. Brooten rehearses and
expands the data of her well-knewn research on Jewish female leaders.
Jewish communities are commonly thought to have excluded women from
public religiousiroles and\decision making and to even have segregated
women fromimen in synagogues. The sparse data on segregation indicates
that such practice was not the rule in the first centuries. Older and more
recent evidence shows that women acted as heads of synagogues, elders,
mothers of synagogues, priestesses, and benefactors in the Mediterranean
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space, from Crete to Asia Minor, from Malta to North Africa and Italy.
While the examples are later than the New Testament letters (second-sev-
enth century), they offer a valuable insight into leadership roles performed
by women despite conventions regarding gender roles. The evidence chal-
lenges the assumption that the titles would have been merely honorific and
confirms the agency of women. Euergetism, while embedded in family
relationships, was no less important. Leadership roles also indicate that
at least some of these women were literate and educated. The records of
hiereiai leave open the possibility that these women did perform religious
functions. Brooten thus shows that the Jewish diaspora was more diverse
than previously assumed, women’s decision making included.

2. Women in the Household

New Testament letters commonly envisage women in domestic space, as
wives and mothers, on occasion as unmarried girls, as widows or divor-
cées. This is why the second group of papers discusses women in the
household, addressing epistolary texts regulating and on occasion indi-
rectly reflecting their everyday life, their condition of wives and mothers.
Papers also address sexuality, marriage and divorce, the condition of old
age, and widowhood, as well as specific expectations such as'submission,
which affected women as wives but often also as slaves. The letters do not
address explicitly the social status of these women: they may have been
free and able to make some decisions regarding theirlifeland\even have an
occupation, or perhaps they are implicitly includedramong'the household
slaves. But most letters reflect the view that women'fulfill their meaningful
vocation in the household. This certainlygreflectsythé life of most ancient
women. The household codes haye'had a decisive impact on the Christian
understanding of female roles over the/centuries.

In “Women and Sexuality,” William R. G. Loader contextualizes sev-
eral texts from the Corpus Paulinum that deal with female sexuality by
addressing their Jewish,and Greco-Roman setting. The letters reflect male
assumptions about women’s sexuality and reproduction as well as cul-
tural norms related to genderdand sexuality (e.g., adornment and sexual
attraction). Paulisees heterosexual relations within marriage as belonging
to the order'of creation Same-sex relations are shameful and contrary to
nature./Sexualintercourse binds man and woman in one body. This makes
intercourse with prostitutes and adultery unacceptable. In agreement with
Jewish tradition'and popular moral teaching, passions are reprehensible.
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Paul embraces celibacy because of the proximity of the age to come, which
excludes sexuality. However, he does not deny that sexuality and marriage
are part of God’s creation. Mutuality in marriage concerns conjugal rights
and involves love and caring. Some texts express male misconceptions
about women’s inability to control their sexual desires and their deception
and deceitfulness, underpinned by readings of the fall (LXX). Conse-
quently, women are deemed unsuitable for leadership; they should submit
to their husbands and embrace motherhood (1 Tim 2).

In “New Testament Letters on Wives, Separation, and Divorce,” Chris-
tine Gerber and Tanja Forderer focus on New Testament texts that envisage
women as wives in a number of normative passages that have shaped the
Christian ideal of marriage and family. The authors offer a broad overview
of the cultural, religious, and legal background of marriage-related issues,
with an eye on the Roman and Jewish context. Whereas Paul addresses
individuals who came to the Christ group by personal decision, later
letters reflect a socialization in a Christ-believing family. Paul oscillates
between a contractual definition of marriage, based on reciprocity, and
a hierarchical understanding of marital relations. He understands mar-
riage as competing with dedication to Christ. The household codes of the
pseudonymous letters reflect a growing patriarchalization and harmonize
marriage with commitment to Christ. Divorce becomes the exception.
Mixed marriage may have positive effects. Indissoluble marriage based on
mutual fidelity becomes the epitome of the Christiansway of lifef Women
are addressed as subjects whose relationship with God,does not depend on
the religion of their husband.

In “Mothers in Contexts: Intersections of Lettersfand Lives,” Annette
Bourland Huizenga explores the topic of motherhoed in the Corpus Pau-
linum, paying attention both to real meothers,behind the texts and to the
discourse of the letters. Ancientprescriptive texts on motherhood, notably
the Neo-Pythagorean writings, aretised to illuminate the discourse of the
New Testament letters. While mothersiare ubiquitous behind these texts,
their lives are increasingly obscured. In the undisputed letters, Paul refers
to real women who are motherssand shows awareness of the problems
couples/parentsifaced, without‘instructing them on mothering/fathering.
The discourse of the'deutero-Pauline household codes focuses on women
as wives and'mothers tofegulate the relationship between members of the
ideal householdnReal mothers tend to be effaced. The Pastorals are even
more ideological. Women are deemed deficient; they can be saved through
childbearings.Mothers™ activities in the house-church are regarded as a



Introducing Women in the New Testament Letters 5

source of tension. The lives of real mothers are obliterated. Mothers become
negative (Eve) and positive examples (Lois and Eunice). Such discourses
obscure the fact that women were active members of various groups; their
life involved intersecting paths and roles as wives, mothers, slaves, slave-
holders, (wet-)nurses, widows, and members of house-churches.

In “Duties of Age: Old Women in New Testament Letters,” Angela
Standhartinger discusses the ambivalent representation and the roles of
old(er) women, with special attention to the Pastoral Epistles, within the
broader cultural context. In the ancient mentality, women of age who lost
their reproductive capacities were deemed worthless; they were often the
subject of negative stereotypes. However, age was also regarded as a source
of wisdom and respectability. Certain religious roles, such as priesthood,
were assigned to older women. Old women had a role in educating the
younger generation, a capacity also recognized in Titus 2 (older women
as kalodidaskaloi of the younger) and 2 Tim 1:5 (Eunice and Lois). In a
community based on ties of fictive kinship, the leader was supposed to
treat elder women as mothers (1 Tim 5:2). A significant question is that of
female presbyters. Relying on Origen’s interpretation of the footwashing
in the Gospel of John and his reading of Titus 2:3, Standhartinger argues
for the existence of female presbyters, whose duties were difficult to deter-
mine and certainly diverse. Their tasks could be similar to these in the list
of duties of older widows (1 Tim 5:3-10). Standhartinger also includes
here the evidence for female presbyters in late antiquitysassessed.earlier by
Ute Eisen, Kevin Madigan, and Carolyn Osiek.

In “Sharp Contrasts? 1 Timothy 5 and*the Roman-Hellenistic
Stereotypes of Widows,” Michael Sommer explorés the condition, repre-
sentation, and roles of widows, focusing notably,end Tim 5. Adducing a
wealth of ancient legal, literary, and documentary evidence, he challenges
the common view that the Christian/treatment of widows was signifi-
cantly superior to that of the Greco=Roman world. He argues that 1 Tim 5
voices not only specific ideals but alseistereotypes and traditional expec-
tations about the behavior and role of widows. Widows were expected to
remarry, a requirement in agreement with the Augustan legislation on
marriage, also attested by papyrological evidence. Young widows’ image
as lustful matches afcient clichés; widows are instead required to follow
traditionalsexual'ethical'mores. Widows are expected to comply with the
ideal of modesty,and‘with conventional female virtues and to avoid the
public sphere, and they are reprimanded for meddling in matters that do
not concernythem. Both widows’ divinely ordained duty to bear and rear
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children and their offspring’s obligation to provide for them involve the
ideas of virtue and honor. Widows are envisaged as passive; they should
be instructed and need the protection of the family or of a guardian. At
the same time, 1 Timothy acknowledges the spiritual authority of widows
married only once, reminiscent of the ideal of the univirae.

Maria José Schultz Montalbetti, in “The Submission of Women in
the First Letter of Peter;” reassesses the exhortation to submission that 1
Peter addresses to slaves (female slaves included) and women in particular,
focusing on the overall strategy of the letter. She argues that the call to sub-
mission has a subversive and transformative role. While the requirements
concerning the appropriate behavior of slaves and women match the
patriarchal worldview, traditional ethical expectations, a Greco-Roman
honor-based mentality, and conventional female virtues, paradoxically
they are meant to transform reality. On the one hand, this attitude defends
Christian faith from outsiders’ criticism and hostility, avoiding both public
and domestic conflicts. On the other hand, the exhortation serves the
missionary aim of the letter. Slaves who submit to their masters even as
they suffer unfair treatment and wives who submit to their husbands and
embrace a modest, self-effacing lifestyle may be able to win over those
who exert authority in the household. While submission demanded from
(female) slaves does not include sexual availability, the ideal expressed
by the author does not necessarily match social realities. dfiall social
and domestic relations, appropriate behavior is a sign“of believers™ faith
in Christ and a mark of their vocation. Submission ‘insthe name of freely
embraced faith is a sign of courage. The sufferingand marginalization of
Christ believers, in particular of slaves, is turned ifitofa positive value and
acquires a transformative power. Identifying withsthe suffering Christ
becomes a source of strength andhope:

3. Women in the Ekklesia

The genuine letters of®aul show that in the formative period women held
significant responsibilities. Theyshad their share in spreading the gospel
and filled vario@is roles andymiinistries in the local communities. These
roles were alreadyhallenged in second-generation texts claiming the
authoritygofPaul:"The pseudonymous Pastoral Epistles have contributed
to the silencingrof women and to their exclusion from ecclesial roles. The
essays of‘the third section therefore attempt to highlight the roles and
ministries of women in the earliest communities. They also explain the
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cultural background of the prohibitions and highlight the ideological
aspects of certain texts.

In “Toiling Together, Leading Together? Women Apostles, Cowork-
ers, and Hosts of Domestic Ekklesiai as Attested in the Pauline Letters,”
Dominika Kurek-Chomycz discusses women’s leadership in the earliest
communities. While discussing real women named in the letters of Paul,
she focuses mainly on the way discourse constructs leadership and on
the tension emerging from the different definitions of leadership. Kurek-
Chomycz operates with the social-scientific distinction between heroic
and postheroic leadership. The latter tends to be fluid, relational, recipro-
cal, and collaborative, features that are often associated with women but
at the same time obscure their contribution. In the earliest communities,
marked by the transition from itinerant to resident leadership, patterns
of leadership are diverse. The ministries of women known from the let-
ters of Paul reflect this transitional stage. They are, rather, resident, not
itinerant, properly speaking, yet in some cases there is a degree of mobil-
ity. Some women are apostolic figures. Kurek-Chomycz discusses women’s
engagement in missionary activities, focusing on the collaborative pat-
tern of leadership. This reflects the connection between authority and
collaborative missionary efforts or the power-with leadership model. The
construction of leadership does not focus on gender, eitherbecause Paul
implicitly acknowledges women’s engagement and their ensuing authority
or because he saw gender and marital status as transient. Suchcircum-
stances allowed women to work together with men and/be acknowledged
as fellow workers, apostles, teachers, or hosts of domestic.communities.

In “Women as Learners and Teachers in the {Corpus Paulinum,”
Korinna Zamfir explores the issue of teaching asan@xpression of author-
ity. Some texts in the Corpus Pauliftum, notably 1 Cor 14 and the Pastoral
Epistles, voice an ideological diScourse: they prohibit women from speak-
ing and teaching in public. Womenrare envisioned instead as submissive
learners. However, women are also envisaged as teaching—in private or in
all-female contexts—members of their family or peers. The prohibition on
teaching in the ekklésia expressesythe widespread conviction, well docu-
mented in a widé range of angiént sources, that women were not supposed
to speak in public, all the more as public speech and teaching involved an
exercise of authority. Women’s speaking/teaching in the community and
exercising authority were seen as transgressing the border between the
private and the public sphere and appropriating roles commonly assigned
to men. Themeorims voiced in such New Testament texts are reinforced by a
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number of ancient topoi (priority, speech as an expression of authority and
a male prerogative, or the man as the teacher of the woman). Awareness of
this ancient cultural context raises questions about the timeless relevance
of such prescriptive texts.

Based on 1 Cor 7 and the Acts of Thecla, in “Virginity and Apostolate:
The Example of Paul,” Marinella Perroni and Silvia Zanconato discuss the
significance of virginity as a choice available to women that may have pro-
vided them with certain authority. Although marriage was acceptable and
even a gift of God, Paul asserts his preference for virginity/celibacy. The
mutual belonging and lasting commitment involved in marriage dimin-
ishes spouses’ dedication to Christ. Virginity is an ideal condition because
it ensures free and full belonging to Christ. Paul’s perspective on virgin-
ity is androcentric, based on his own experience and aspirations. At the
same time, his advice that more believers remain like him also envisions
women. Some women could break with conventional roles, think of them-
selves as belonging to Christ (not to a husband), and dedicate themselves
freely and entirely to his service, inspired by the words of the apostle. The
virgin Thecla is the most revealing example of a woman like Paul. The Acts
of Thecla reflects early traditions about women’s spiritual independence
and claim to authority. The countercultural choice expressed in Thecla’s
rejection of marriage and sexuality, however, has led to antambivalent
reception. Her virginity is exalted as an ideal of female holiness. Thecla
becomes a disciple of Christ, and her chastity enablésher to teéach, yet
her independence coincides with her masculinization.,@n the other hand,
such independence will be censured by male ecclesiasticalauthorities. Her
subsequent domestication points to the same: Thecla will be praised for
her chastity, not for her self-determination.

4. The Rhetoric of Gender

Three papers focus on reading strategies, on the meaning and significance
assigned to certain texts that tackle women. New Testament letters are
usually prescriptive texts that aressupposed to have been influential from
their inceptiondIn fact, theauthority of such texts may not have been so
obvious. Certain, readings of passages on women may seem unquestion-
able, but the'meaning of some texts may have been different compared to
that acquired.ever the history of their reception.

In “Obedience and Subordination or Equality and Liberation? A
Contribution to the History of Transmission of the Letters of Paul
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Silke Petersen reconsiders the normativity of the pseudonymous letters,
which demand the submission and silence of women. She analyzes their
weight from the perspective of the transmission of early Christian texts,
regardless of their later canonical or apocryphal status, and reflects on the
crystallization of the Corpus Paulinum. Petersen deconstructs the norma-
tivity of these problematic texts, showing that, before the fourth-century
stabilization of the canon, the transmission of early Christian texts did
not indicate a preference or higher regard for the letters that eventually
came to be canonical. Whereas in the New Testament a single text (Gal
3:28) asserts the transcendence of the difference between male and female
in Christ, second-century writings such as 2 Clement, the Gospel of the
Egyptians, and the Gospel of Thomas advance the same perspective. As
the number of extant manuscripts attests, these writings were widely read.
Similarly, the Acts of Thecla, which may be seen as a foil to the Pastoral
Epistles in what concerns women, were highly popular. Conversely, Colos-
sians and Ephesians did not enjoy higher recognition, and the Pastoral
Epistles were poorly attested. Petersen therefore pleads for the importance
of reading apocryphal texts, which offer a glimpse at a more diverse early
Christianity.

Going beyond the usual contrasting of speech and silence, Marianne
Bjelland Kartzow, in “A Polyphony of Silence and Speech? The"Ambiguous
Female Voices of the Corpus Paulinum,” proposes a more nuanced\discus-
sion about the significance of women’s silence and speéch. Silenee did not
necessarily involve powerlessness if women acquired theskills to negotiate
boundaries, using modesty and paying attention to, the séquirements of
space and timing. Conversely, female talk could alsofbe a sign of confor-
mity to the dominant male discourse. Kartzow uses‘the tools of feminist
reimagining, intersectionality, and the concept of polyphony to recover
a more complex picture of women’s agency, of their speech and silence.
She also reflects on the ancient'gender stereotypes regarding female
speech, on its derogatory characterization as gossip, and on the concern
to control women’s speech. Her case studies reimagine the potential func-
tion of the named women who held a certain authority, such as Phoebe,
Chloe, or Nympha, and othézslamed and unnamed women whose voices
are nonethelesstheard only indirectly. But she also pays attention to the
women whose voices are muted, the female slaves, strangers, and the dis-
abled. Readersrare reminded of the way female voices can disappear in the
process of manuscript transmission through the history of reception, as
shown by the case of Junia.
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In “Circumcised Hagar, the Slave, and Uncircumcised Sarah, the Free
Woman: Feminizing the Circumcision Scenario of the Galatian Congre-
gations,” Heidrun E. Mader revises the traditional interpretation of Hagar
and Sarah in Gal 4 as allegory of the synagogue and the church, inter-
preting the text in the logic of the letter and reflecting on the way Hagar
must have been seen by first-century readers. Paul dissuades the Galatian
gentile Christians from being circumcised and becoming proselytes, since
being under the law would mean giving up the freedom received in Christ.
By evoking Hagar, the Egyptian slave, Paul conjures up knowledge about
the practice of premarital female circumcision in Egypt, mentioned by
Philo and confirmed by a second-century BCE papyrus. In light of this
knowledge, Hagar, the circumcised Egyptian slave, does not represent the
old covenant with Israel but stands for circumcised gentile Christians who
have given up their freedom in Christ. This explains why she is contrasted
to Sarah, the free, uncircumcised woman. Paul also associates Hagar with
the old Jerusalem, living in slavery, and associates the free Sarah, the barren
mother who inherits God’s promise and becomes the mother of many (see
Isa 54), with the heavenly Jerusalem. Evoking the metaphor of the polis,
Paul induces a gender metamorphosis: the feminine concept of the city
is applied to male believers belonging to the two groups in the Galatian
community—the unfree Christian proselytes and the free, un€ircumcised,
gentile Christ believers.

5. The Theology of Gender/Gendering Theology

Three essays address gender perspectives on. theological issues such as the
female metaphors in New Testament God-talk, thedreception of decisive
texts of the Hebrew Bible in the Néw Testament, and women as examples
of faith.

In “Feminine Characterizations®of God: Reading Women in the New
Testament Letters,” Beate Kowalski explores the feminine metaphors that
complete the predominantly male portrayal of God in the letters. She
focuses on three topics: the image of God as midwife who helps delive a
baby and as a mother who gives birth to new life, the feminine features
implied in the'notion of the likeness of God, and a number of traits that
portray thenature of God that is usually perceived as female. These refer-
ences should bewread in their literary and theological (soteriological and
pneumatological) as well as sociohistorical context, not as expressions of
an early gender<sensitive discourse. Whereas God is commonly described
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as father, mother or midwife imagery is only implicit. The image surfaces
in Paul’s interpretation of his calling (Gal 1:15-16) and in relation to
being born anew several times in 1 Peter and in the Johannine letters. The
semantic field of the likeness of God (opolwatg, eixwv), a notion stemming
from Gen 1:26-27 and which includes both male and female aspects, is
examined in a number of texts. Female characteristics such as mercy, com-
fort, compassion, goodness, and lovingkindness are found all through the
Corpus Paulinum and in the Catholic Epistles, notably in James.

In “The Woman—From Companion to Deceived Deceiver: The
Reception of Genesis 1-3 in the New Testament Letters,” Elisa Estévez
Lépez discusses the ways in which the New Testament letters remember,
reshape, and use the image of Eve for various rhetorical purposes. The
reinterpretations of the story of creation and fall evoke Eve mostly in a
negative manner: she is no longer envisaged as companion of the man
but as second in the order of creation and thereby inferior to the man
(1 Corinthians and 1 Timothy), as deceived by the serpent (1 Timothy and
2 Corinthians), or as a transgressor and a deceiver herself (1 Timothy).
The synchronic reading of 1 Corinthians introduces a hierarchical dis-
tinction between the sexes; the woman is not envisaged as created in the
image of God but as derived from the man. First Corinthians and 1 Timo-
thy use this image of Eve to regulate women’s behavior in the'ecommunity
(their appearance in praying and prophesying, their exclusiondrom teach-
ing) and to subordinate them to the man. First Timothy justifies beliefs
about the distinct roles of men and women in the chuzeh and society and
promotes motherhood as women’s way to salvations, Seeond Corinthians
applies the example of the deceived Eve to challenge 9pponents and warn
the community against following false apostles.

In “Woman Power in Faith: Women as'Models of Faith in the Letter
to the Hebrews,” Miklds Szabo discusses the female characters in Heb 11
as examples of faith, drawing on Jewish traditions of interpretation. He
focuses notably on Sarah and Rahab. Szab¢ argues that Sarah is not envis-
aged in merely a passive role, subsidiary to that of Abraham, but that she
herself is an example of faith. Hessustains this reading with references to
the Targum Neofiti and Genesis Rabbah. Hebrews styles Sarah rhetori-
cally as a resolute, strong, and independent woman. The letter reinterprets
the figuresofyRahab, depicting her as an example of faith and hospital-
ity. (Some manuscripts also attempt to exonerate her from the blame of
prostitution.) The emphasis on hospitality points to the role of women as
hosts and leadefs in the earliest communities. Hebrews also alludes to a
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number of unnamed, strong female characters: the mother of Moses, the
daughter of Pharaoh, and the mother of the seven Maccabean martyrs (in
light of 2 Maccabees and 4 Maccabees). Sarah, Rahab, and other unnamed
women are envisaged as models of faith, notably through their constancy
and endurance.

This comprehensive overview of the main issues regarding women in
the New Testament letters sheds light the life of women in the early groups
of Christ followers. As the letters are read in their social and cultural con-
text, the contributions provide a better understanding of these normative
texts and of the critical issues raised by their interpretation. As such, the
volume addresses biblical scholars, scholars of early Christianity or gender
studies, as well as a wider readership. It may be of assistance to minis-
ters, teachers of religion, and graduate students who wish to gain a deeper
insight into these often controversial texts.





