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Preface

The history of ancient Israel presented here began in 2007 as an over-
view in one of the most important textbooks on the introduction to the 
Old Testament, Einleitung in das Alte Testament. When the editor, Erich 
Zenger, asked me to write about thirty pages on the history of ancient 
Israel—including the new trends and discussions—I soon realized that 
such brevity was impossible. Nevertheless, I greatly compressed my view 
in order for it to be included in the textbook. When the opportunity arose 
in 2015 to publish the new take on Israel’s ancient history in a book of its 
own, I jumped at the chance. This new book provided space to take into 
account the rapid developments in archaeology, epigraphy, and histori-
ography and to base the presentation on these rather than on the biblical 
account. The book was published in the same series as the Einleitung in 
das Alte Testament so that students could easily access both. Obviously, 
the presentation succeeded in hitting a point that was of importance 
beyond the classroom to the interested circle of scholars: a new concep-
tualization of the history of Israel that corresponded to the current state 
of archaeological research (beyond the tedious minimalist-maximalist 
controversies) and that also took into account the trends of the European 
discussion on the emergence and successive growth of biblical literature. 
For the English edition—which took far more time than I had originally 
anticipated—additions and adjustments to the state of research and the 
wealth of literature were made anew.

The publication of the book is indebted to many people who have con-
stantly campaigned for an English edition. I am especially grateful to Brian 
B. Schmidt for his constant encouragement and for including the book in 
the Archaeology and Biblical Studies series. A very big thank you goes to 
Jordan Davis, who worked hard on the rough translation, and Jonathan M. 

-xvii -
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xviii Preface

Robker, who shaped the final version linguistically and stylistically with a 
fine sense for the German nuances. The publication would not have been 
possible without the considerable financial support of the Cluster of Excel-
lence 2060 in Münster. Here I am especially indebted to Iris Fleßenkämper.

A number of colleagues have provided me with unpublished manu-
scripts, given me information on ongoing excavations or their special 
fields, or discussed individual questions with me: Donald T. Ariel, Joseph 
Blenkinsopp, Erasmus Gass, Haim Gitler, Ulrich Hübner, Israel Finkel-
stein, Yuval Gadot, Linda-Marie Günther, Florian Lippke, Jens Kamlah, 
Othmar Keel, Shua Kisilevitz, Gary N. Knoppers, Gunnar Lehmann, Oded 
Lipschits, Amihai Mazar, Bärbel Morstadt, Nava Panitz-Cohen, Daniel R. 
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Transeu Transeuphratène
TRE Krause, Gerhard, and Gerhard Müller, eds. Theologische 

Realenzyklopädie. Berlin: de Gruyter, 1977–.
TRu Theologische Rundschau
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Testaments. Gütersloh: Gütersloher Verlagshaus, 1982–
2020.

UF Ugarit-Forschungen
VF Verkündigung und Forschung
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VTSup Supplements to Vetus Testamentum
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für Theologie
WO Die Welt des Orients
WUB Welt und Umwelt der Bibel
WUNT Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testa-

ment
WZKM Wiener Zeitschrift für die Kunde des Morgenlandes
ZABR Zeitschrift für altorientalische und biblische Rechtge-

schichte
ZAW Zeitschrift für die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft
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Notes on Detailed Dates and the Use of Text Editions

In order to facilitate orientation into a period of time that is wide and 
unfamiliar to most readers, the names of rulers were very often given 
dates. This should not be associated with the idea that the course of 
history is completely clear and datable. Chronologies have their own 
problems, especially if they are only based on the information of the Bible 
and no extrabiblical sources are available (see §§1.8, 5.2).

The New Revised Standard Version translation (NRSV) is generally 
used for quotations from biblical texts. The Tetragramaton of the name of 
God is reproduced with <y> according to the transcription of the letter י 
// yod as usual in comparative Semitics. In the case of extrabiblical texts, 
translations are typically not by the present author, but reference is made to 
standard text editions available in most libraries: (1) Texte aus der Umwelt 
des Alten Testaments (TUAT), edited by Otto Kaiser et al. (1982–2020); (2) 
the one-volume handbook by Manfred Weippert, which was published in 
2011 under the title Historisches Textbuch zum Alten Testament (HTAT); 
and, for the English publication, (3) the four-volume handbook edited by 
William W. Hallo and K. Lawson Younger Jr., The Context of Scripture: 
Canonical Compositions from the Biblical World (COS). Text examples 
are given, if possible, from the more easily accessible latter work. Other 
inscriptions are quoted either from the standard work of Herbert Donner 
and Wolfgang Röllig, Kanaanäische und aramäische Inschriften (KAI) or 
the Handbuch der althebräischen Epigraphik (HAE) edited by Johannes 
Renz and Wolfgang Röllig. For seals, either the Corpus of West Semitic 
Stamp Seals (CWSS) edited by Benjamin Sass and Nahman Avigad or the 
multivolume Corpus der Stempelsiegel-Amulette aus Palästina/Israel: Von 
den Anfängen bis zur Perserzeit by Othmar Keel are used.

Further literature is given at the beginning of each section. Excluded 
from this are basic textbooks and sourcebooks, histories of Israel, and 
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xxxviii Notes on Detailed Dates and the Use of Text Editions

overviews, which are not listed in each case but are referenced at §10.3. 
The presentation dispenses with detailed footnotes, which would locate 
the respective explanations with references in the corresponding scien-
tific discourses. To refer to specific positions and opinions, the authors are 
indicated in brackets.
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