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This volume is fondly dedicated to one of our colleagues, Hector Avalos, who
passed away during the process of composition and publication. He left us, alas,
at a most productive stage of his life and his career, depriving us of so much work
and so much wisdom still in the offing. We count ourselves, however, most for-
tunate in having his study in the volume. His work was always solid, sharp, and
challenging. We shall miss his voice and his face. We are most grateful for his
multiple contributions to both the field of biblical studies and the movement of
minority studies.
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