


Welcome to King’s College London

O n behalf of King’s College, it gives me great pleasure to welcome the 

Society of Biblical Literature to the 2011 meeting in London.

King’s was founded in 1829 in the tradition of the Church of England, with 

Biblical Studies as part of the College’s original qualification, the Associateship 

of King’s College, to fulfil the original Charter mandate to teach “the doctrines 

and duties of Christianity”. The Theological Department was opened in 1846 because King’s wanted to make 

theology and the clerical profession more accessible than they were in the Oxford and Cambridge of that period.

Biblical Studies has been a leading discipline in the College ever since, including scholars such as Dr Alexander 

McCaul (Professor of Hebrew & Rabbinical Literature in 1846) and the Revd Dr Arthur Cayley Headlam (a 

distinguished New Testament scholar and commentator on Romans, and the only person to have jointly held 

the posts of Principal and Dean of King’s College London, which he did 1908-11).

More recently, members of the Department with interests relevant to the meeting have included Revd Christopher 

Evans, Revd Professor Graham Stanton, Professor Michael Knibb, Professor Judith Lieu, Revd Professor Leslie 

Houlden, Revd Professor Peter Ackroyd, and Revd Professor Ronald Clements.

Ranked as one of the world’s top 25 universities, King’s now has almost 24,000 students in fields ranging from 

the humanities, law and social sciences to natural science and a wide variety of health-related disciplines. Yet 

Theology and Religious Studies remains a flourishing department, and Biblical Studies continues as a major 

field with it for research and for undergraduate and postgraduate teaching and for PhD supervision.

The College has been very involved already this year in events to do with the 400th anniversary of the King James 

Version of the Bible, and we are delighted to welcome the SBL’s International Meeting to London in general and 

to King’s in particular in this anniversary year.

Sir Richard Trainor
Professor Sir Richard Trainor

Principal and President








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































